VOT                       ASPECTS OF THE WAR                     303
those activities called forth by the war may persist in some
form, but because of the growth of new ideas under the
stimulus of the war. The struggle will almost certainly set
in progress trains of thought not only connected with ques-
tions of war and peace, but with the wider questions of
human destiny.
Coming to a closer view of the question, we must dis-
tinguish between the immediate effects of the war which
are already in evidence and the ultimate effects which will
but begin to unfold themselves after the return of peace.
Some of the latter results will grow out of the immediate
effects; others will be more directly due to the events
following on the conclusion of the war. It will also be
advisable to distinguish between the economic reactions of
the war, and the broader social consequences. At such an
early stage it would be presumptuous and tempting Provi-
dence to attempt to forecast the future in any detail or to
try to trace the play and interplay of the various forces
going towards the making of the future. This chapter will
be concerned with broad tentative generalisations on quite
simple lines.
One of the things which struck the intelligent working
man during the early days of the war was the rapidity with
which the State acted in the face of the crisis. In next to no
time large measures of State control and action were put
successfully into operation and those who had advocated
co-operative action in the past with but indifferent success
were amazed at the swiftness with which the nation can act
in the hour of need. The drastic action of the State
cannot be better illustrated than by the steps which were
taken to meet the sudden commercial deadlock which the
war precipitated. A discussion of these financial measures
will at the same time enable us to understand how, through